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Annie Bianco- O

Ellett coaches
riders on
horsemanship
and gun
handling.




olden sunlight washes over the arena,
illuminating horses and riders against a

Above: Since 1997,
Bianco-Ellett has
aspired to produce
well-trained cowboy
mounted shooting
horses with all the
flashiness of Paints.

Facing: Mounted
shooting  requires
riding ability, upper
body strength and
gun handling skills,
in addition to a good
horse.

desert backdrop. Saguaro cacti dominate
the scenery, and single-action revolvers glint
in their holsters.

Decked out in Old West attire, a cowgirl
points her Paint gelding toward a set of
cones with balloons attached. Soon after
galloping into the pattern at top speed, the
woman reaches for her gun and, using
blanks, shoots every
balloon to pieces as
they run by. Is this
an actor in a West-
ern movie? No, this
is Outlaw Annie.

City slicker
to Outlaw

Annie Bianco-Ellett
is a familiar face in
the world of cowboy
mounted shooting.
For the last 10 years,
she has lived and
breathed this relatively
new sport. Before
she began mounted
shooting, and before
she moved to Cave
Creek, Arizona, with
her husband, Cana-
dian hockey all-star
Dave Ellett, and her
9-year-old daughter,
Sierra, Bianco-Ellett
lived a  much

different life.

Evolution of the sport

“I thought I wanted to be a businesswoman
and work in a big city,” Bianco-Ellett said.
“I've always loved horses, but I never thought
I would make a career out of it.”

With a marketing degree from the
University of Notre Dame, the hunter-jumper
competitor lived the corporate life for several
years after college before moving to Dallas,
Texas. She began working for Dodge Truck
Rodeo as a spokeswoman and was soon
picked up by a modeling agency. It was in
Dallas where she began her lifelong love affair
with the Western lifestyle.

“I had roommates that rodeoed, and I saw
this whole new culture and I loved it,” Bianco-
Ellett said. “Anytime I got the chance to work
with Western ads, I jumped on it.”

Chosen by Colt Firearms to be the Revolver
Girl in its international ad campaign, Bianco-
Ellett traveled to rodeos and firearm events
around the world. At an event in California
in 1997, Bianco-Ellett saw cowboy mounted
shooting for the first time.

“I was fascinated by cowboy mounted
shooting,” Bianco-Ellett said. “The competi-
tors were riding and they were shooting. It was
everything I loved blended together.”

Luckily for Bianco-Ellett, Colt decided to
send her to a professional sharpshooter who
trained Western movie stars to handle guns so
that she could incorporate mounted shooting
into the spokes-model Revolver Girl
campaign at events. With her all-around show
horse in tow, Bianco-Ellett took on the world
of cowboy mounted shooting, assuming the
persona of Outlaw Annie.

“At that point, there was nobody teach-
ing and training the [mounted shooting]

Bianco-Ellett has seen a lot of changes during the past 10 years. She says she’s noticed
a greater number of riders learning to shoot instead of shooters learning to ride. Horses
are being bred and raised specifically for mounted shooting instead of simply using horses
unsuitable for other events. Finished mounted shooting horses have grown in price from
around $2,500 to an average of $25,000, but good horses can be found at a variety of
prices. Clothing has evolved from outfits that are historically accurate to Western
themed—but still modern—attire.

“A lot of people wanted to participate in mounted shooting, but couldn’t afford, or
didn’t want to wear, period clothing,” Bianco-Ellett said. “I almost had more fun dress-
ing up than actually competing. But sometimes the clothing got in the way of shooting,
so I streamlined my clothes.”

As a spokeswoman for CMSA, Bianco-Ellett encourages rodeo competitors and ropers to
take up mounted shooting by suggesting changes to the strict dress code. Today, all a mounted
shooter must wear is a Western hat, jeans, a button down shirt and chinks. Everything else
is up to the rider’s imagination. Skirts and bustier outfits are only the beginning.
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horses,” Bianco-Ellett said. “People had to
train their own horses, so it was hit-or-
miss—no pun intended—on whether these
horses would be able to do the event or

»

not.

A sure shot

As soon as possible, Bianco-Ellett purchased
a Paint to use in mounted shooting. She
bought Sweet Dreamer, a barrel-racing 1988
red roan tobiano mare.

“The first thing I wanted to get was a Paint,”
Bianco-Ellett said. “I wanted a Paint because

they're flashy and they’re beautiful. I'm flashy,
and I just had a fascination with them.”

Sweet Dreamer had trouble adjusting to the
sounds of a gun. Though she was agile,
athletic and calm-mannered, she never seemed
to accept the shooting.

“Some horses just don’t like the shooting,”
Bianco-Ellett said. “She wasn’t exposed to it at
a young age like the horses I currently have.
Now, almost from the time my horses are
born, they are around shooting.”

Bianco-Ellett purchased a dun reined cow
horse stallion, Costa Prom AQHA, and began

Can your horse be a mounted-shooting horse?
Bianco-Ellett has developed her own criteria for prospects in her quest for the perfect

cowboy mounted shooting horse, such as:

* The horse needs to be fast, because this is a timed event.
* The horse needs to be handy and efficient through turns, deceleration and accelera-

tion.

* She likes Paint reined cow horses crossed with racing-bred Paint horses for her string.
* Her ideal horse is between 14.2 and 15.1 hands because a horse that is too tall has trou-
ble negotiating the patterns and makes shooting difficult.

* The horse needs to be calm-natured.

* The horse needs to be easy-going, but not lazy.

Cowboy mounted
shooting appeals to
riders of all ages,
like Bianco-Ellett’s
students Emily
Johnson (left),
Jimmy Anderson
(center) and Jana
Morris (right).







